
THE DEATH OF SAILING 

By: Anthony DiMare 

…and how to stop it! 

Dear Sailing Industry, 

You've never met me. I've never been to a major boat show. I didn't grow up in 

a yacht club. My parents aren't sailors. My grandparents aren't sailors. I've 

never taken a formal sailing lesson. I've learned everything through my own 

experimentation, word of mouth, books, and the internet. I’m a very different 

and rare type of sailor than you’re familiar with. 

We do have one thing in common. We are wholeheartedly and unconditionally 

in love with sailing. 

We are addicted. 

They say you need to invest 10,000 hrs. to become an expert in anything. By my 

estimates I've only invested about 7800 hrs. over the past 2.5 years. While I’m 

not an expert yet, I strive to be. I've studied the inner workings of the industry. 

I've studied the market: past, present, and future. I've dug through hundreds of 

articles, opinion pieces, reports, and engineering briefs. You don’t know me, 

but I know you. I’m not your average fanatic. 

What I’m about to write & share, may sound foreign. You may reject it. All I ask 

is you consider what I have found: 

Sailing, which we are so passionately in love with, is dying. 

This is not an opinion, it is fact. 

Take a second to process this. All the above links point to it. All I ask is that you 

to read the following with objective eyes. 

THE PROBLEM 

Despite the somber nature of this statement, there’s still hope. Sailing does not 

have to die. The data perfectly highlights the problem. 

The question becomes, how do we fix it? 

https://medium.com/@AnthonyDiMare?source=post_header_lockup
http://www.sailamerica.com/assets/1/7/Saving_Sailing_Nick_Hayes.pdf
http://www.sailingworld.com/action-plan-sailing
http://www.usitalongbeach.org/Saving_Sailing.html
http://www.cruisingworld.com/state-sailing-industry-2014-sailing-market-study
http://www.cupinfo.com/en/americas-cup-gino-morrelli-foils-multihulls-13144.php
http://savingsailing.com/excerpt/


It’s hard to have a comprehensive solution if you don’t understand the 

problem. Nick Hayes outlines it nicely: “The largest (43%) age group of sailors 

are 55 and up. The average age of a sailboat owner is 54.8 years old… There is a 

meager bubble (13%) of young sailors between 15 and 24 years old, both girls 

and boys. However, when today’s sailors reach 25 they generally quit. So 

proportionately, almost nobody between 25 and 44 is sailing… The average 

sailor is older than the general population by about 11 years… From the basic 

population data, it is easy to conclude that unless sailing can soon attract 

newcomers in all age groups under about 40 and from all genders and a wider 

range of income levels … the future of the activity is bleak.” 

If we need to attract new sailors, particularly between the ages of 25–44, why 

has little changed in the past 30 years? There are a few standout examples of 

dramatic & progressive companies and action, but none seem to be targeted 

specifically toward this overarching, and ever-growing problem. 

It’s time companies start designing products (boats, apparel, programs, brands, 

advertisements, etc.) for the people they want to attract. And it needs to 

happen now. 

We need accessibility. We need excitement. We need to dust off the old & 

outdated image of sailing. 

We need solutions for the sailors of tomorrow. 

The sailors of today already have plenty of options. 

Time to fix it 

This sport does not have to die. There’s a huge opportunity for it to reach new 

heights. 

Sailing can come back bigger, brighter, and more elegant 

than it ever was. 

But it’s going to take bold & ballzy action. 

I plan on being a part of that action. But I can’t do it alone. It’s time for 

everyone to start making the appropriate strides. It’s important to note that 

this has already started to happen. The Volvo Ocean Race & The Americas Cup 

are the most notable. However, each has fundamental problems which 

unfortunately won’t prevent total extinction. 

http://savingsailing.com/


• The Volvo Ocean Race — The Media seem to be eating this up, 

specifically non-sailing related media. Media that people 25–40 years old 

are looking at. Any press is better than no press. We need to get small 

boat sailing in the same light, a form of sailing anyone could participate 

in. 

• The America’s cups — This actually created real, worldwide interest in the 

sport! Whether you agree with Larry Ellison or not, he’s funded amazing 

things in sailing. The America’s Cup is the premier event. It needs 

premier boats. It’s the collection of the greatest minds in the sport for a 

reason. This event should be the F-1 racing of sailing, as long as we 

understand that this is only the top .01% of the sport. There’s much 

more to sailing. (Stay tuned for a follow on piece about this point 

specifically.) 

I’m so thankful that these two events are happening. But we have to continue 

to figure out a way to advance the rest of the sport. 

A fundamental change is needed to catalyze the start of a 

new, different perspective. 

Over the past 2.5 years, I devoted myself to this. However, I will not be able to 

change the sport on my own. A billionaire can’t change the sport alone. At 

Regattable, we have our own prediction to the correct catalyst. We intend to 

bring it to the world in a spectacular, and truly influential way. We’re really 

excited to show you all. (Sign up at regattable.com to be the first to know!) 

We need everyone to help and help comes in many different ways. Sharing this 

post with your friends is a simple easy way to start. 

Sailing industry, I love you. It’s time to step outside our comfort zone. Take a 

risk, and start focusing your efforts on the future. A future that is more 

prosperous than ever. Tradition won’t go anywhere if we can secure the sports 

future. 

Things have to change, and it’s OK. 

The sport cannot afford to be doing anything else, so let’s 

learn together. 

http://www.volvooceanrace.com/en/home.html
http://mashable.com/2015/03/25/ocean-race-death-roll/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/a-sailors-salary-300-000-if-he-works-for-larry-ellison-1426013584
http://regattable.com/

